
6 March 2014 
THE FUTURE IS A MYTH: NEO-LIBERALISM FAILING EVERYONE 

 
While UC San Diego shamelessly hosts the event “Mexico Moving Forward: Twenty 

Years of NAFTA and Beyond,” we march in commemoration of the twentieth 
anniversary of the Zapatista uprising instead. Today, 6 March 2014, our university 

welcomes a greatest hits of murderers, tyrants and thieves whose absurd 
accumulations of wealth have come as direct consequences of the death and poverty 

of others, both domestically and abroad.  
 

While our once prestigious public institution continues to march towards mediocrity 
and ethical ambiguity, we must fight back. Fight privatization. Fight militarization. 

Fight professionalization. Another university is possible only if we think creatively and 
develop a strong organization of resistance. Until then, we will be forced to reflect 

upon our own roles in an institution that serves as a networking resource for 
globalized thievery systems.  

 
ATTENDEES INCLUDE TO THE EVENT INCLUDE: 

 

 
Luis Tellez, CEO of Mexican Stock Exchange and Mexican Economist – As economic 

adviser to the 1994 Salinas government, Tellez was one of the chief architects behind the 

privatization of communal peasant ejido land. Since this reform, rural employment in the 

agrarian sector has fallen by up to 25%. He is especially interested in moving agrarian 

production away from corn – Mexico’s most abundant and dependable food source.  

http://articles.chicagotribune.com/1994-02-27/news/9402270338_1_ejidos-semicommunal-

chiapas/2 

 

 
Juan Gallardo Thurlow, CEO Cultiba – Currently on the Forbes billionaire list with a 
networth of $1.3b. According to Forbes, “Gallardo Thurlow first won the rights to bottle Pepsi 
products in 1986. Amid a wave of privatizations in the years that followed, he bought a handful 
of sugar plantations from the Mexican government to bolster his operations. In the early 
1990s, he was tapped to help lead the negotiations that forged the North American Free 
Trade Agreement, working behind the scenes to represent Mexico’s private sector. Cultiba 
generates $2.4 billion in annual revenue, and more than $300 million in an equity offering.” 
 
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-01-18/billionaires-nobody-knows-uncovered-with-
public-wealth.html 
 
 

 
Juan Pardinas, CEO IMCO Instituto Mexicano para la Competitividad, an independent 
thinktank out of Mexico City – Currently, one of the leading advocates for privatizing oil in 
Mexico. The Mexican government nationalized oil in the 1930s under progressive President 
Lazaro Cardenas. Oil is Mexico’s most abundant national resource and currently it generates 
one-third of the country’s national revenue. Juan Pardinas claims that Mexico needs to open 
the state-owned oil industry to private investment in order to expedite extraction while market 
demand for hydro-carbon resources is high.  
 
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=249339970 
http://www.digitalpodcast.com/items/24018075 
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Duncan Wood, Director of the Mexico Institute at the Woodrow Wilson Institute – 
Advocates for a continuation of US involvement in Mexico’s Drug War through the Merida 
Initiative. Testified on 18 June 2013 to the U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign Relations, 
claiming the last six years of security collaboration between U.S. and Mexico as “fruitful, not 
just in terms of equipment and training, but also on new security perspectives”.  Wood is also 
a Senior Associate at Washington DC-based CSIS, which is claimed by CIA Director John 
Brennan as having "some of the most insightful analysis and innovative ideas for 
strengthening our national security.” Wood Advocates for more U.S. public investment in 
border infrastructure – specifically to promote the flow of goods.  
 
http://www.foreign.senate.gov/hearings/security-cooperation-in-mexico_examining-the-next-
steps-in-the-us-mexico-security-relationship 
 

 
Jesus Vizcarra, President and CEO SuKarne and Grupo Viz – CEO of one of Mexico’s 
largest factory farms. The firm accounts for roughly 30% of all meat sales in Mexico, and 
exports roughly $200 million of beef to Japan and the US annually, accounting for 76% of total 
beef imports to both countries. In February of 2010, Grupo Viz invested close to 50 million 
dollars in Nicaragua in order to have an easier access to the cattle’s breeding and 
slaughtering in Central America.” 
 
http://negocios.promexico.gob.mx/english/07-2010/art06.html 
 
 
 
 

 
Janet Napolitano, President of University of California and ex-Secretary of Homeland 
Security – Appointed as UC President this past summer in a clandestine process by the UC 
Regents, Napolitano has no experience managing institutions of public education. She 
previously worked as Secretary of Homeland Security, where she overlooked the record 
deportation of 1.5 million undocumented immigrants. She was also involved in a controversial 
weapons stockpiling, in which her Department purchased 1.6 billion rounds of ammunition 
without congressional approval. Her appointment is seen as indicative of further advancement 
towards a military-academic-industrial complex. 
 

 
Pradeep Khosla, UCSD Chancellor  and ex-Program Manager at Defense Advanced 
Research Projects Agency – Currently heading our university budget of $2.5 billion in 
military contracts. According to an article in UCSD Guardian, Khosla is especially involved in 
drone research and production. Upon revealing the new Structural and Mechanical 
Engineering Building at UCSD, he stood next to his friend and colleague Linden Blue (Co-
owner of General Atomics, a firm that produces drones locally) and claimed that the building is 
“the future of the university.” His leadership at UCSD is also seen as indicative of further 
advancement towards a military-academic-industrial complex. 
 
http://ucsdguardian.org/?p=466 
 
 

 


